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Abstract: We have established a convenient method for the
base-promoted direct amination of b-unsubstituted 5,15-di-
azaporphyrins (DAPs) with secondary and primary amines to
produce 3,7,13,17-tetraamino- and 3-amino-DAPs, respec-
tively, regioselectively. The amino groups attached at the
periphery cause significant red shifts of the absorption bands as
a result of their perturbation of the HOMO and/or LUMO in
the DAP p-system. The palladium complex of a 3,7,13,17-
tetrakis(diphenylamino)-DAP generated singlet oxygen in high
yield under irradiation with near-infrared light.

Recently, considerable attention has been paid to porphyrin-
based photosensitizers that are capable of harvesting near-
infrared (NIR) light. These properties are important in
materials science, for example, for photodynamic therapy
and organic solar cells. The introduction of an amino group on
a porphyrin ring is a reliable strategy for achieving high light-
harvesting ability in the long-wavelength region.[1] For
example, electrodonating meso-diarylamino porphyrins are
effective photosensitizers for dye-sensitized solar cells.[2]

Recently, we reported P1 and P2 as the first examples of
5,15-diazaporphyrins (DAPs) bearing an amino group at the
periphery (Scheme 1).[3] Notably, P1 (M = Ni, Cu) and P2
(M = Ni) have large charge-transfer (CT) character, reflecting
the high-lying highest occupied molecular orbital (HOMO) of
the peripheral amino group and the low-lying lowest unoccu-
pied molecular orbital (LUMO) of the DAP ring.[4] As
a result, P1 and P2 exhibit considerably red shifted CT
absorption bands, at 700 and 760 nm, respectively.[3] We
envisioned that the further amination of DAP would afford

a promising scaffold for constructing new NIR-light-respon-
sive photosensitizers.

In general, meso- and b-aminoporphyrins have been
prepared by cross-coupling of the corresponding halopor-
phyrins with amines,[5] the nucleophilic substitution of nitro-
porphyrins with amines,[6] the reduction of nitroporphyrins,[7]

or the direct amination of porphyrins via porphyrin radical
cations.[8] The 3-amino-DAPs P1 and P2 were also prepared
by the reduction of 2M-NO2 and the N@C cross-coupling
reaction of 2M-Br with P1, respectively (Scheme 1).[3] How-
ever, these reactions require prefunctionalization (nitration
and halogenation) of porphyrin/DAP rings or a stoichiometric
amount of an oxidant, such as a hypervalent iodine compound
or an amyl radical, to generate the precursors. Furthermore,
synthetic difficulties concerning amination at multiple periph-
eral positions precludes straightforward access to multiami-
nated porphyrin/DAP derivatives.[9] Therefore, the develop-
ment of a more convenient method for introducing one or
more amino groups onto a DAP ring is an important
challenge in both organic synthesis and materials science.

Herein, we report direct and regioselective amination
reactions of metal(II) complexes and the free base of DAP
(MDAP; M = Ni, Cu, Pd, H2) by the use of primary and
secondary amines under basic conditions to afford 3-amino-
and 3,7,13,17-tetraamino-DAPs, respectively (Scheme 1c).
The lowest-energy absorption bands of 3,7,13,17-tetrakis(di-

Scheme 1. Synthesis of amino-DAPs. a) Nitration (to 2M-NO2) or
bromination (to 2M-Br); b) reduction (from 2M-NO2 to P1) or N@C
cross-coupling (from 2M-Br to P2); 3-NiDAP=10,20-dimesityl-5,15-
diaza(nickel)porphyrin-3-yl. c) Base-promoted direct substitution with
amines (this study).

[*] Prof. Dr. Y. Matano
Department of Chemistry, Faculty of Science, Niigata University
Nishi-ku, Niigata 950-2181 (Japan)
E-mail: matano@chem.sc.niigata-u.ac.jp

S. Omomo, T. Sugai
Department of Fundamental Sciences
Graduate School of Science and Technology, Niigata University
Nishi-ku, Niigata 950-2181 (Japan)

Prof. Dr. M. Minoura
Department of Chemistry, College of Science, Rikkyo University
Toshima-ku, Tokyo 171-8501 (Japan)

Prof. Dr. H. Nakano
Department of Chemistry, Graduate School of Science
Kyushu University
Nishi-ku, Fukuoka 819-0395 (Japan)

Supporting information and the ORCID identification number(s) for
the author(s) of this article can be found under:
https://doi.org/10.1002/anie.201800471.

Angewandte
ChemieCommunications

3797Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 2018, 57, 3797 –3800 T 2018 Wiley-VCH Verlag GmbH & Co. KGaA, Weinheim

http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/ange.201800471
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/anie.201800471
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-7008-0312
http://orcid.org/0000-0003-3377-0004
https://doi.org/10.1002/anie.201800471


phenylamino)-MDAPs were found to be significantly red
shifted into the NIR region. The photosensitized singlet
oxygen (1O2)-generation properties of the palladium complex
are also reported.

Initially, we had planned to use N@C cross-coupling
reactions of 3-bromo-NiDAP 2Ni-Br with amines to prepare
3-amino-NiDAPs 3Ni (see Scheme S1 in the Supporting
Information). The reaction of 2Ni-Br with diphenylamine
(HNPh2) in the presence of NaOtBu and the catalyst PEPPSI-
IPr ([1,3-bis(2,6-diisopropylphenyl)imidazol-2-ylidene](3-
chloropyridyl)palladium(II) dichloride) in THF afforded 3-
Ph2N-NiDAP 3Ni-a, as expected. However, to our surprise,
the reaction of 2Ni-Br with pyrazole in the presence of
Cs2CO3 and CuI (20 mol %) in DMF afforded 3,7,13,17-
tetrakis(1-pyrazolyl)-NiDAP 4Ni-b as the sole isolable prod-
uct. The unexpected formation of 4Ni-b indicated that direct
substitution with pyrazole occurred at the multiple pyrrolic b-
carbon atoms.[10] Indeed, b-unsubstituted NiDAP 1Ni reacted
with 4 equivalents of pyrazole in the presence of Cs2CO3 to
give 4Ni-b in both the presence and absence of CuI (Table 1,
entries 1 and 2). The direct multiamination of 1Ni with

imidazole also proceeded to afford 3,7,13,17-tetrakis(1-imid-
azolyl)-NiDAP (4Ni-c ; entry 3).

Encouraged by these results, we screened reaction con-
ditions for the direct amination of 1Ni with HNPh2. No
reaction took place in the absence of a base. The treatment of
1Ni with an excess of HNPh2 in the presence of NaOH in
DMF for 24 h at room temperature afforded 3,7,13,17-
tetrakis(diphenylamino)-NiDAP 4Ni-a in 55 % yield (as
determined by NMR spectroscopy). The addition of 3 c
molecular sieves (MS3A) accelerated the reaction and
dramatically increased the yield of 4Ni-a (Table 1, entry 4).
In contrast, the addition of water completely suppressed the
formation of 4Ni-a. These results suggested that the amount
of water had a significant impact on amination in the present
reaction, in which a diphenylamide ion was probably gen-
erated as the active nucleophile (see below). Besides NaOH,
KOH and Me4NOH were effective bases (entries 5 and 6),
whereas Cs2CO3 was not.

Having established optimal reaction conditions (NaOH
and MS3A), we examined the direct amination of 1M with
several secondary and primary amines in DMF at room
temperature. Substitution with pyrazole proceeded more
rapidly than that with HNPh2 (Table 1, entries 7 and 4).
Multiamination of 1Ni with N-methylaniline and carbazole
gave the corresponding 3,7,13,17-tetraamino-NiDAPs 4Ni-d
and 4Ni-e, respectively (entries 8 and 9). In contrast, the
reaction of 1Ni with aniline and para-substituted anilines
afforded only 3-amino-NiDAPs 3Ni-f–h in 64–78 % yield
(entries 10–12). b-Unsubstituted CuDAP 1Cu, PdDAP 1Pd,
and H2DAP 1H2 also underwent the direct amination with
HNPh2 (for 1Cu, 1Pd ; method B) or pyrazole (for 1H2 ;
method A) to yield the corresponding tetraamino-MDAPs
(entries 13–15).[11] No reaction took place between 1Ni and
aliphatic amines (diisopropylamine and tert-butylamine)
under the NaOH/MS3A/DMF conditions. However, when
1Ni was treated with lithium diisopropylamide in THF at
room temperature, direct amination occurred to afford 3,17-
bis(diisopropylamino)-NiDAP 5Ni in low yield as an isolable
product (see Scheme S2). Notably, 5,15-dimesityl-
porphyrinatonickel(II), the porphyrin analogue of 1Ni, did
not react with HNPh2 under the same conditions. Therefore,
the observed reactivity was unique to MDAP.

All aforementioned reactions were conducted under N2

flow or in a capped flask under atmospheric pressure. When
the same reaction of 1Ni with HNPh2/NaOH/MS3A was
conducted under strictly deaerated conditions, only 3Ni-a was
obtained in low to moderate yield with recovery of the
remaining 1Ni (see Figure S1 in the Supporting Information).
This result implied that an adequate amount of molecular
oxygen was necessary to promote multiamination. We
propose the following reaction mechanism for this amination
(Scheme 2): Sodium diphenylamide is initially generated by
deprotonation of HNPh2 by NaOH in the presence of
MS3A[12] and then undergoes nucleophilic addition to the
pyrrolic b-carbon atom of 1Ni, which has a relatively large
orbital coefficient in the LUMO.[13] Oxidative aromatization
of the resulting intermediate A by atmospheric dioxygen
generates 3Ni-a as the initial product. Further amination–
oxidation reactions of 3Ni-a occur in a stepwise manner to

Table 1: Amination reactions of 1M.[a]

Entry MDAP Amine
(HNR1R2)

Base Method Product
(yield [%])

1 1Ni pyrazole Cs2CO3 A 4Ni-b (87)
2 1Ni pyrazole[b] Cs2CO3 A 4Ni-b (67)[c]

3 1Ni imidazole Cs2CO3 A 4Ni-c (54)
4 1Ni HNPh2 NaOH B 4Ni-a (99)[c,d]

5 1Ni HNPh2 KOH B 4Ni-a (98)[c]

6 1Ni HNPh2 Me4NOH B 4Ni-a (76)[c]

7 1Ni pyrazole[e] NaOH B 4Ni-b (77)[c]

8 1Ni HNMePh NaOH B 4Ni-d (52)
9 1Ni carbazole NaOH B 4Ni-e (73)

10 1Ni H2NPh NaOH B 3Ni-f (64)
11 1Ni H2NC6H4-p-OMe NaOH B 3Ni-g (73)
12 1Ni H2NC6H4-p-CF3

[e] NaOH B 3Ni-h (78)
13 1Cu HNPh2 NaOH B 4Cu-a (73)
14 1Pd HNPh2 NaOH B 4Pd-a (55)
15 1H2 pyrazole[b,f ] Cs2CO3 A 4H2-b (40)

[a] Method A: amine (4 equiv), base (6 equiv), CuI (40 mol%), 120 88C,
2.5 h. Method B: amine (50 equiv), base (40–50 equiv), MS3A, room
temperature, 24–26 h. Yields are for the isolated product, unless
otherwise noted. [b] The reaction was carried out without CuI. [c] The
yield was determined by NMR spectroscopy. [d] The product was isolated
in 70 % yield. [e] Reaction time: 3 h. [f ] Reaction time: 2 h. DMF= N,N-
dimethylformamide.
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afford 4Ni-a as the final product. In the reaction with aniline,
the N@H group of product 3Ni-f is deprotonated under the
reaction conditions to generate amide B, which is unlikely to
undergo subsequent nucleophilic attack owing to its anionic
character. This proposed mechanism explains the selective
formation of the singly substituted product 3Ni-f. The
generation of B was further confirmed by a trapping experi-
ment with iodomethane (see Scheme S3). As mentioned
above, the present amination probably involves the gener-
ation of an amide ion in a pre-equilibrium step. However, in
the reaction of 1Ni with diisopropylamine (pKa = 36 in
THF),[14] an effective amide concentration was not achieved
by treatment with NaOH in DMF.

Figure 1 shows the X-ray crystal structures of 4Ni-a and
4H2-b. In 4Ni-a, the DAP ring was slightly ruffled owing to
steric repulsion between the b-diphenylamino groups. This
steric effect was also reflected in the relatively large torsion
angles at the peripheral C(b)@N(amino) bonds (see Table S1
in the Supporting Information). The average C(b)@N(amino)
bond length (1.395 c) was shorter than the average C(Ph)@
N(amino) bond length (1.419 c), thus suggesting that the lone
pair of the amino nitrogen atom could conjugate with the
DAP p-electron system. In 4H2-b, the four pyrazole rings
were almost coplanar with the DAP ring with dihedral angles
of 11.5–25.988. The average C(b)@N(amino) bond length
(1.396 c) was very close to that of 4Ni-a.

We measured the UV/Vis absorption spectra of 1M, 3M,
and 4M in CH2Cl2 (Figure 2; see also Figure S4 and a summary
of their absorption maxima (lmax) in Table S2). The pyrazolyl-
substituted derivative 4Ni-b showed a Q band at lmax =

615 nm, which was red-shifted as compared to that of 1Ni
(lmax = 571 nm), whereas the Ph2N-substituted derivative
4Ni-a displayed two absorption bands at lmax = 537 and
718 nm, with the longer-wavelength band extending into the
NIR region. The para substituents on the N-phenyl group of
3Ni had a major impact on the lmax values, with electron-
donating groups causing a red shift of the Q band.

To understand the effect of b substituents on the HOMO
and LUMO energy levels of the DAP p-electron system, we
measured the redox potentials of 3M and 4M and performed
density functional theory (DFT) calculations on two models,
4Ni-am and 4Ni-bm (see Figures S5–S9 and Tables S3 and
S4). Substitution with four 1-pyrazolyl groups caused a mod-
erate positive shift in the first reduction potential (DEox =

+ 0.06 V, DEred =+ 0.26 V, 4Ni-b vs. 1Ni), whereas substitu-
tion with four NPh2 groups caused a significant negative shift
in the first oxidation potential (DEox =@0.72 V, DEred =

@0.17 V; 4Ni-a vs. 1Ni); the LUMO of 4Ni-b was largely
stabilized, whereas the HOMO of 4Ni-a was largely destabi-
lized as compared to the corresponding orbitals of 1Ni. These
properties were supported by the DFT calculations for 4Ni-
am and 4Ni-bm. The different substituent effects on the
LUMO were also reflected in the different amination reaction
times of 24 h for HNPh2 and 3 h for pyrazole (Table 1,
entries 4 and 7, respectively). Therefore, the electrophilicity
of the DAP p-system was gradually enhanced as the number
of electron-withdrawing 1-pyrazolyl groups at the periphery
increased. The failure of the porphyrin counterpart to
undergo direct amination was rationalized by considering its
relatively high LUMO level (Ered =@1.77 V vs. Fc/Fc+),[15]

which reflected its low electrophilicity. In the series of 3-
amino-NiDAPs 3Ni, para-substituent effects mainly emerged

Scheme 2. Plausible reaction mechanisms.

Figure 1. ORTEP diagrams (50% probability ellipsoids) of a) 4Ni-
a (CCDC 1813299) and b) 4H2-b (CCDC 1813302). Hydrogen atoms,
except in NH groups (for 4H2-b), are omitted for clarity.

Figure 2. UV/Vis absorption spectra of a) 1Ni, 4Ni-a, and 4Ni-b and
b) 1Ni, 3Ni-f, 3Ni-g, and 3Ni-h in CH2Cl2.
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in the HOMO levels. On the basis of time-dependent (TD)
DFT calculations for 4Ni-am, the two absorption bands at
lmax = 718 and 537 nm observed for 4Ni-a were attributed to
HOMO-to-LUMO and HOMO@1-to-LUMO electronic
transitions, respectively. The HOMO of 4Ni-am was some-
what localized on the NPh2 groups (see Figure S8). Therefore,
the lowest excitation seemed to have CT character from the
amine center (donor) to the DAP ring (acceptor), as observed
for related amino-DAP derivatives P1.

Finally, we examined the 1O2-generation ability of
palladium(II) complex 4Pd-a. Irradiation of a toluene solu-
tion containing 4Pd-a and 1,3-diphenylisobenzofuran (DPBF;
a 1O2 quencher) using a xenon lamp through a band-path filter
(lex = 540 and 720 nm) caused a decrease in the amount of
DPBF, which was monitored by UV/vis absorption spectros-
copy (for details, see the Supporting Information and
Table S5).[16] The chemically determined quantum yields for
1O2 generation (F) were 96–99 %, which were higher than
those reported for 3,7,13,17-tetramethyl-2,8,12,18-tetrahexyl-
ZnDAP (F = 94 %).[17]

In summary, we have established a convenient method for
the direct amination of DAPs with primary and secondary
amines under mild conditions. Our method requires only
NaOH, MS3A, DMF, and an adequate amount of dioxygen to
ensure complete regioselectively at the 3- or 3,7,13,17-
positions of the DAP ring, and affords the corresponding
amino-DAPs in good yields. This unprecedented reactivity of
DAPs can be primarily attributed to their low-lying LUMO.
The observed results strongly support the proposed mecha-
nism of nucleophilic addition of the amide ion to the b-carbon
atom and subsequent oxidative rearomatization to the 18p

DAP ring. 3,7,13,17-Tetrakis(diphenylamino)-DAP exhibited
high light absorptivity, and its palladium(II) complex gener-
ated 1O2 under irradiation with long-wavelength visible or
NIR light. The present study provides not only valuable
information about the molecular design of NIR-responsive
DAP-based dyes, but also a new synthetic protocol for direct
C@N bond-forming reactions of electron-deficient aromatic
compounds with various amines.

Acknowledgements

This research was supported by JSPS KAKENHI (15K13762
to Y.M., 15K05392 to H.N.), a Research Fellowship (16J07131
to S.O.) from MEXT, Japan, and the Program for the Strategic
Research Foundation at Private Universities (S1311027 to
M.M.) of MEXT.

Conflict of interest

The authors declare no conflict of interest.

Keywords: amination · C@H activation · diazaporphyrins · dyes/
pigments · porphyrinoids

How to cite: Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 2018, 57, 3797–3800
Angew. Chem. 2018, 130, 3859–3862

[1] R. Sakamoto, S. Mustafar, H. Nishihara, J. Porphyrins Phthalo-
cyanines 2015, 19, 21.

[2] For example, see: a) M. Urbani, M. Gr-tzel, M. K. Nazeeruddin,
T. Torres, Chem. Rev. 2014, 114, 12330; b) L.-L. Li, E. W.-G.
Diau, Chem. Soc. Rev. 2013, 42, 291; c) H. Imahori, T. Umeyama,
S. Ito, Acc. Chem. Res. 2009, 42, 1809; d) S. Mathew, A. Yella, P.
Gao, R. H. Baker, B. F. E. Curchod, N. A. Astani, I. Tavernelli,
U. Rothlisberger, M. K. Nazeeruddin, M. Gr-tzel, Nat. Chem.
2014, 6, 242.

[3] M. Kawamata, T. Sugai, M. Minoura, Y. Maruyama, K.
Furukawa, C. Holstrom, V. N. Nemykin, H. Nakano, Y.
Matano, Chem. Asian J. 2017, 12, 816.

[4] a) N. Kobayashi in The Porphyrin Handbook, Vol. 2 (Eds.: K. M.
Kadish, K. M. Smith, R. Guilard), Academic Press, San Diego,
2000, pp. 302 – 360; b) Y. Matano, Chem. Rev. 2017, 117, 3138.

[5] For example, see: a) M. M. Khan, H. Ali, J. E. van Lier,
Tetrahedron Lett. 2001, 42, 1615; b) Y. Chen, X. P. Zhang, J.
Org. Chem. 2003, 68, 4432; c) K. Fujimoto, H. Yorimitsu, A.
Osuka, Org. Lett. 2014, 16, 972.

[6] C. H. Devillers, S. Hebi8, D. Lucas, H. Cattey, S. Cl8ment, S.
Richeter, J. Org. Chem. 2014, 79, 6424.

[7] For example, see: M. S8verac, L. L. Pleux, A. Scarpaci, E. Blart,
F. Odobel, Tetrahedron Lett. 2007, 48, 6518.

[8] For example, see: a) D.-M. Shen, C. Liu, X.-G. Chen, Q.-Y.
Chen, J. Org. Chem. 2009, 74, 206; b) K. Jayaraj, A. Gold, L. M.
Ball, P. S. White, Inorg. Chem. 2000, 39, 3652.

[9] For example, see: a) L. A. Yakubov, N. E. Galanin, G. P.
Shaposhnikov, Macroheterocycles 2011, 4, 111; b) A. Zarrinja-
han, M. Moghadam, V. Mirkhani, S. Tangestaninejad, I.
Mohammadpoor-Baltork, Appl. Organomet. Chem. 2017, 31,
e3568.

[10] For the direct amination of BODIPY and norcorrole, see: a) V.
Leen, V. Zaragoz& Gonzalvo, W. M. Deborggraeve, N. Boens, W.
Dehaen, Chem. Commun. 2010, 46, 4908; b) T. Yoshida, H.
Shinokubo, Mater. Chem. Front. 2017, 1, 1853.

[11] ZnDAP 1Zn (M = Zn) and 1H2 did not undergo the amination
with HNPh2 under the NaOH/MS3A/DMF conditions (meth-
od B).

[12] NMR spectroscopy revealed that there was an acid–base
equilibrium between NaOH and HNPh2 in [D7]DMF (see
Figure S2). The pKa values of water and HNPh2 in DMSO
were reported to be 31 and 25, respectively: a) W. N. Olmstead,
Z. Margolin, F. G. Bordwell, J. Org. Chem. 1980, 45, 3295;
b) F. G. Bordwell, X. M. Zhang, J. P. Cheng, J. Org. Chem. 1993,
58, 6410.

[13] Nucleophilic addition of alkyl lithium reagents to NiDAP
proceeded with similar regioselectivity: A. Yamaji, S. Hiroto,
J.-Y. Shin, H. Shinokubo, Chem. Commun. 2013, 49, 5064.

[14] S. Shinkai, K. Inuzuka, O. Miyazaki, O. Manabe, J. Org. Chem.
1984, 49, 3440.

[15] Y. Matano, T. Shibano, H. Nakano, H. Imahori, Chem. Eur. J.
2012, 18, 6208.

[16] W. Spiller, H. Kliesch, D. Wçhrle, S. Hackbarth, B. Rçder, G.
Schnurpfeil, J. Porphyrins Phthalocyanines 1998, 2, 145.

[17] H. Shinmori, F. Kodaira, S. Matsugo, S. Kawabata, A. Osuka,
Chem. Lett. 2005, 34, 322.

Manuscript received: January 12, 2018
Accepted manuscript online: February 2, 2018
Version of record online: March 1, 2018

Angewandte
ChemieCommunications

3800 www.angewandte.org T 2018 Wiley-VCH Verlag GmbH & Co. KGaA, Weinheim Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 2018, 57, 3797 –3800

https://doi.org/10.1142/S1088424615500091
https://doi.org/10.1142/S1088424615500091
https://doi.org/10.1021/cr5001964
https://doi.org/10.1039/C2CS35257E
https://doi.org/10.1021/ar900034t
https://doi.org/10.1038/nchem.1861
https://doi.org/10.1038/nchem.1861
https://doi.org/10.1002/asia.201700204
https://doi.org/10.1021/acs.chemrev.6b00460
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0040-4039(00)02303-0
https://doi.org/10.1021/jo034063m
https://doi.org/10.1021/jo034063m
https://doi.org/10.1021/ol4037049
https://doi.org/10.1021/jo5005586
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tetlet.2007.07.049
https://doi.org/10.1021/jo801855d
https://doi.org/10.1021/ic000112r
https://doi.org/10.6060/mhc2011.2.08
https://doi.org/10.1002/aoc.3568
https://doi.org/10.1002/aoc.3568
https://doi.org/10.1039/c0cc00568a
https://doi.org/10.1039/C7QM00176B
https://doi.org/10.1021/jo01304a032
https://doi.org/10.1021/jo00075a041
https://doi.org/10.1021/jo00075a041
https://doi.org/10.1039/c3cc41907j
https://doi.org/10.1021/jo00192a058
https://doi.org/10.1021/jo00192a058
https://doi.org/10.1002/chem.201200463
https://doi.org/10.1002/chem.201200463
https://doi.org/10.1002/(SICI)1099-1409(199803/04)2:2%3C145::AID-JPP60%3E3.0.CO;2-2
https://doi.org/10.1246/cl.2005.322
http://www.angewandte.org

